Increasing women's participation in Pap smear screening in Australia--how can we tell if the national policy is effective?
A national policy on the prevention of cervical cancer was launched in 1991. The success of the policy should be judged in terms of the extent that appropriate screening of the 'at risk' population is achieved by the screening program and the degree of reduction of differential screening rates between population groups. The relative cost-effectiveness of the various recruitment strategies chosen to meet the policy's objectives should also be evaluated. A necessary prerequisite for evaluation of the policy is the availability of data about the population screened.